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BUSY BEAKS

Publication of Great Lakes Avicultural Society, Inc.

The purpose of the Great Lakes Avicultural Society, Inc. is to promote proper companion and breeder bird care, and to facilitate the learning about birds in an encouraging and friendly environment through the education of existing and future companion and breeder bird owners.
JANUARY 11, 2010 MEMBERSHIP MEETING

This month we will be having a round table discussion on bird breeding.

 If you are a breeder or have been one in the past this is a meeting you would want to attend. It will be your turn to share with the up and coming bird breeders, your ups and downs and does and don’ts of breeding birds. 

FEBRUARY MEETING: We will be discussing the by-laws that were approved by the GLAS Board.

MARCH MEETING: What makes our birds happy.

APRIL MEETING: Keeping our bird healthy.

MAY MEETING: Keeping our birds safe.
JANUARY 10, 2010 BOARD MEETING

AT THE HUGO’S 

This meeting is when the outgoing board members meet the incoming board members. We get together for dinner (Paul cooks an awesome Turkey!) and desert and then have our first board meeting of the New Year after we hand over our red books to the new incoming board. 
Diana will be contacting us either by email, phone to coordinate this meeting.

50/50 WINNERS

Valerie Wilson, Jeannette Muskgrave, Sue Rosin 

& Jessica Plotkowski

MEETING WAS ATTENDED BY:

HUMANS: 35    BIRDS: 6

SNACKS:

Susan Ungrey & Marcia Welch

BEVERAGES:

Jessica & Doreen Plotkowski

TIME TO RENEW YOUR 
G.L.A.S. 2010 MEMBERSHIP
Yes, it’s that time of year again! Time to renew our G.L.A.S. membership so we can continue to get the Busy Beaks Newsletter. In this newsletter is a membership form, all you need to do is fill it out and either mail it or bring it to a G.LA.S. meeting. If you don’t renew by the February meeting your name will be dropped from the mailing list. You will be able to tell if you have renewed by the * on the mailing label next to your name. If you don’t have a * by you name and you think you renewed, please contact your Becci Schumaker 616-891-6091
 beccijean1@netzero.net
2010 BIRD LEG BANDS

Although G.L.A.S has become a club of mostly companion/pet birds we still offer Bird Leg Bands for those that are still breeding birds. You must be a member of G.L.A.S. to order bands from G.L.A.S. A form to order your bands is in this newsletter. All you have to do is write in what bands you need and how many and then mail the form and your check to the address on the form. You can also get your bands at G.L.A.S. meetings every month. If you need more info, contact Joyce Burrows 616-805-3563 or email noahbird@sbcglobal.net
President’s Perch

January 2010

Now, having looked back over the past two years, I have found that what I had originally planned had not even begun. Most would consider such a statement as an omission of failure. However, knowing the difference between what is needed and what is hoped for allows one to see the difference. As an organization, we can be proud that we have an updated Constitution and By-Laws and looking ahead, soon we will have updated policies.  

As we start a new year, I want to sincerely thank each of you for re-electing me to this important leadership position in our organization. I gratefully accept the responsibilities of the Presidency and the President’s Perch, and look forward to serving all of our parrots, and of course and most importantly, all of you during 2010. 

I ask of our members, in addition to attending our upcoming meetings and activities, to please think how we can improve our many ventures and being willing to participate. Please keep in mind, the words we confess as an organization: “…to promote proper breeding and companion bird care and to facilitate the learning about birds in an encouraging and friendly environment.” I believe in the purpose of the Great Lakes Avicultural Society and I want to see each of you steadily increase your G.L.A.S. activities, whether as a newer, but especially as a veteran member. Remember, we are our own future, your participation is critical!

I also want to congratulate each of the newly elected Board members and Trustee, and thank those still serving. We, as your Board, have important responsibilities in the positions we hold: to our Avicultural Society, our organization’s history, and our fellow breeders and companion parrot owners. We should, and will continue to think and act for the benefit of G.L.A.S. I look forward to hearing from each and every one of the Board members on how we can continue to better our organization.  Again, congratulations, I look forward to serving with each of my fellow Board members.

For those of you who will be attending this year’s Board meetings, I look forward to each Board meeting being enthusiastic and creative. We owe the membership who entrusted our positions to us -- leadership in the decisions we make for the future betterment of G.L.A.S. While making these decisions, along with our purpose, we will be structured by our Procedures and Policies Manual. We will complete and utilize this manual to guide us as we continue to grow and expand.

As an organization, we can look forward to exciting times in our future. We have several projects and activities that are ongoing. Remember that each of you can play an important part in the direction and the future of the Great Lakes Avicultural Society - I look forward to each member’s ACTIVE involvement in our future, and again, thank-you for your confidence in me to serve the Great Lakes Avicultural Society as your President in 2010.

Please remember to include your email address as part of your 2010 membership, thereby allowing the organization to provide your Busy Beaks Publication by email in a full color PDF version of our mailed black and white monthly publication. And specific to the Busy Beaks, I have again promised Joyce Burrows that I would continue to provide a monthly article for the Busy Beaks’ Publication, while also writing the President’s Perch each month.

January will begin the process of completing two goals for 2010, the first will be an operational budget that is targeted to be completed and in place by May’s monthly meeting and by the end of the year, the completion of the majority of our organization’s policies.

A Very Happy New Year!

Steven Frasier
                WELCOME TO MICHIGAN                                      Are you aware that Jeff Foxworthy is now picking on Michigan? Read on. (Pretty funny and accurate!!)

If you consider it a sport to gather your food by drilling through 18 inches of ice and sitting there all day hoping that the food will swim by, you might live in Michigan.
If you're proud that your region makes the national news 96 nights each year because Pellston is the coldest spot in the nation, you might live in Michigan.
If your local Dairy Queen is closed from November through March, you might live in Michigan.
If you instinctively walk like a penguin for five months out of the year, you might live in Michigan.
If someone in a store offers you assistance and they don't work there, you might live in Michigan.
If your dad's suntan stops at a line curving around the middle of his forehead, you might live in Michigan.
If you have worn shorts and a coat at the same time, you might live in Michigan.
If your town has an equal number of bars and churches, you might live in Michigan.
If you have had a lengthy telephone conversation with someone who dialed a wrong number, you might live in Michigan.

You know you're a true MICHIGANIAN/MICHIGANDER when: 
1. "Vacation" means going up north on I-75.
2. You measure distance in hours.                                                 3. You know several people who have hit a deer more than once.
4. You often switch from "heat" to "A/C" in the same day.
5. You can drive 65 mph through 2 feet of snow during a raging blizzard without flinching.
6. You see people wearing camouflage at social events (including weddings).
7. You install security lights on your house and garage and leave both unlocked.
8. You carry jumper cables in your car and your girlfriend knows how to use them...
9. You design your kid's Halloween costume to fit over a snowsuit.

10. Driving is better in the winter because the potholes are filled with snow.
11...You know all 4 seasons: almost winter, winter, still winter and road construction.
12. You can identify a southern or eastern accent.
13. Your idea of creative landscaping is a statue of a deer next to your blue spruce.
14. You were unaware that there is a legal drinking age...
15.Down south to you means Ohio.
16. A brat is something you eat.
17. Your neighbor throws a party to celebrate his new pole barn.
18. You go out to fish fry every Friday.
19. Your 4th of July picnic was moved indoors due to frost.
20. You have more miles on your snow blower than your car.
21. You find 0 degrees "a little chilly".
22. You drink pop and bake with soda.
23. Your doctor tells you to drink Vendors and you know it's not medicine.
24. You can actually drink Vendors without coughing.
25. You know what a Yooper is.
26. You think owning a Honda is Un-American.
27. You know that UP is a place, not a direction.
28. You know it's possible to live in a thumb.
29. You understand that when visiting Detroit, the best thing to wear is a Kevlar vest.
30. You actually understand these jokes.
PICTURES OF INCOMING & OUTGOING BOARD MEMBERS SUBMITTED AND TAKEN BY SUE ROSIN
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Doreen Plotkowski- Incoming 1st Vice President
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Kris Ellens- Outgoing Trustee
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Marcia Welch- Incoming Trustee
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Mary Jo Sabaitis 3rd Year Trustee
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Paula Stark- 2nd Year Trustee
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Sue Corwin- Monthly Raffle Person
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MONTHLY MEETING RAFFLE AND NAME TAG DRAWINGS WILL RETURN THIS MONTH

Brain Structure and Circuitry offer Clues
 to Consciousness in Non-mammals

Science News (sciencenews.org)

By Susan Gaidos  December 19th, 2009; Vol.176 #13 
(p. 22)

Provided by: Steven Frasier, Busy Beaks, January 2010

Humans wonder, anybody home? To prevent Shania the octopus from becoming bored, keepers at the National Aquarium in Washington, D.C. gave her a Mr. Potato Head filled with fish to snuggle. Researchers are now looking beyond behavior into the brain for signs of awareness in birds and invertebrates. Bill O'Leary/The Washington Post
One afternoon while participating in studies in a University of Oxford lab, Abel snatched a hook away from Betty, leaving her without a tool to complete a task. Spying a piece of straight wire nearby, she picked it up, bent one end into a hook and used it to finish the job. Nothing about this story was remarkable except for the fact that Betty was a New Caledonian crow.

Betty isn’t the only crow with such conceptual ingenuity. Nor are crows the only members of the animal kingdom to exhibit similar mental powers. Animals can do all sorts of clever things: Studies of chimpanzees, gorillas, dolphins and birds have found that some can add, subtract, create sentences, plan ahead or deceive others.

To carry out such tasks, these animals must be drawing on past experiences and then using them along with immediate perceptions to make sense of it all. In other words, some scientists would say, these animals are thinking consciously.

Many people (some scientists among them) would like to believe that consciousness sets the human mind apart from the rest of the animal kingdom. But whether in humans or other creatures, behavioral signs of cognizance all arise from the tangled interactions of neurons in the brain. So a growing number of scientists contend that animals with brain structures and neural circuitry similar to humans’ might experience something like human awareness, even if a bit less sophisticated.

Still, everyone agrees that consciousness is one of science’s great, unsolved mysteries. Something goes on in the heads of people when they are seeing, thinking or feeling that does not occur during dreamless sleep. For two decades or so, researchers have been conducting studies to see what kinds of brain activity match up with those specific experiences.

Drawing on this information, scientists are now poised to explore the possible presence of consciousness in animals. Neurobiological information gleaned from studies of brain activity, together with studies of animal behavior, may help scientists identify various types of conscious states in animals, says neurobiologist David Edelman of the Neurosciences Institute in San Diego. He and collaborator Anil K. Seth outlined a framework for probing animal consciousness in the September Trends in Neurosciences.

“In many cases, we still know nothing about the brain areas that would control consciousness in a particular animal,” Edelman says. “But we now have data in the human domain that suggests where to look and what to look for.”

Past studies have shown that specific monkey brain structures do what they do in humans when the animals engage in certain activities, such as tracking objects in their visual field. “This raises the intriguing question whether conscious experience requires the specific structure of human or primate brains,” biologist Donald Griffin wrote in Animal Minds: Beyond Cognition to Consciousness in 2001. 

But today, Edelman says, most neuro​scientists agree that consciousness probably correlates with the degree of complexity of the nervous system, not just in specific brain architecture. And studies are exploring self-awareness beyond monkeys and apes, even beyond mammals.

Recent studies of bird brains reveal that avian gray matter is more similar to mammalian brains than not — a fact that might explain why many kinds of birds are able to manufacture tools (SN: 8/29/09, p. 5), solve mathematical problems (SN: 4/25/09, p. 15) and communicate in ways that even some primates can not. And new work suggests that some invertebrates with wildly different brain structures, such as octopuses, have elaborate nervous systems and show high intelligence. They use tools, exhibit play behavior and have distinct personalities.

Studies designed to probe the conscious states of animals with various brain architectures may help scientists better understand the mechanisms underlying consciousnesses and how such levels of awareness evolved. John David Smith, a psychologist at the University at Buffalo of the State University of New York, says it’s important to keep in mind that consciousness is not an all-or-nothing event. “It didn’t just wink on like a fuse box in a house getting switched on,” he says. “There are levels and gradations of the capacity, and I think we have to bear that in mind.”

A consciousness loop
Everyone has an idea of what being conscious means, but nobody seems to be able to define it. In the 17th century, French philosopher and mathematician René Descartes declared that mind and body are separate, leaving the debate over the nature of consciousness to philosophers and theologians. Today scientists reject that notion, viewing consciousness as arising from the activity of neurons in the brain.




Birdbrain, Alex, an African gray parrot that died in 2007, was the subject of 30 years of scientific study. He learned more than 100 words before his death and could distinguish colors and numbers. Mark Wilson/Boston Globe/Landov
The late Francis Crick, who shared a Nobel Prize for the discovery of DNA’s structure, helped pioneer studies on the neural basis of consciousness. Working with his longtime collaborator, neuroscientist Christof Koch of Caltech, Crick argued that consciousness is synonymous with awareness — all forms of awareness — and that only by examining neurons and their interactions could scientists accumulate the kind of empirical knowledge needed to create a scientific model of it.

Edelman likens conscious experiences to “scenes” in which sensations, perceptions, thoughts and feelings are unified into a picture of the world. Higher-order consciousness — the kind that humans have — may include context that helps shape the experience, such as inner dialog, implicit expectations and voluntary control of thought and action. Such high-level cognizance makes people aware that they are aware. Primary consciousness, on the other hand, requires no self-reflection but does require a neuronal circuit capable of combining attention and short-term memory, Edelman says.

“It’s the ability to take in sensory information and form memories — whether those memories persist for tens of seconds or minutes — that allows one to interact in a meaningful way,” Edelman says.

Scientists are working to identify the neurological mechanisms that knit sensory input and memory into a unified perception. One possible mechanism is a curious electrical rhythm in the brains of animals exposed to sensory stimuli. Known as gamma oscillations, the waves reflect the synchronous activity of large interconnected networks of neurons firing together roughly 40 times per second. This beat spreads across the brain and seems to be especially strong when animals are concentrating on a single object — such as they might when tracking the scent of their favorite prey.

More recent studies of human brain activity show that consciousness creates other frequencies of oscillation that can be detected using an electroencephalograph, or EEG. In 2005, Edelman and colleagues published a paper in Consciousness and Cognition outlining a series of studies showing that recordings taken during tasks such as memorization or problem solving reveal a circuit of neural activity running in loops between the thalamus, known to help control alertness, and the cerebral cortex, the brain’s outer layer where sensory stimuli enter.

The presence of such activity is considered a correlate of human consciousness, rather than a direct measure, because “it’s hard to know the exact instant a person is being conscious,” Edelman says. “Still, 99 percent of the time if you’re scanning a person and they’re responding to something and they’re aware of something, that signature appears reliably.”

Such EEG patterns and cortical-thalamic interactions serve as a convenient reference point to probe for potential conscious states in other animals, he says. Birds, for example, don’t have a cortex, but recent findings on the structure of avian brains do reveal a robust higher-processing center intricately wired to deal with information in a similar way.

Singing in the brain
Birdbrain’s have long had a bad rap, and until recently were considered to consist of one large basal ganglia forebrain and a few “primitive” structures. In 2005, Duke University neuroscientist Erich Jarvis showed this isn’t the case at all. In reviewing the neuroanatomy of birds, he noted that there is a higher-processing center — similar to humans’ cortical area — in the brains of all vertebrates, including birds, fish, reptiles and mammals. This area, critical for reasoning and remembering, is organized differently in birds and in mammals. In mammals, it appears as layered cells in the cortex, while in birds it is organized as clustered cells, Jarvis and colleagues pointed out in Nature Reviews Neuroscience.

Ann Butler, a neuroscientist at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va., says that before Jarvis’ studies, many people thought the layering of cells, such as is found in the human cortex, was required to carry out complex behavior. Now scientists think that is not necessarily the case.

“For some reason, people think that because birds are far away from their genetic relationship to humans, that they’re one of the last groups of animals in which you should look for consciousness,” says Butler, who is working to identify neural features that may be capable of rendering consciousness in birds. “But I’m going to argue that they’re probably one of the first.”

Butler says Jarvis’ studies explain why some birds, such as the famous African gray parrot Alex, can do things that were once thought specific to primates, such as recalling events from distinct times or places. In a survey of the literature on neuro​anatomy and behavior in birds, published in October 2006 in The Biological Bulletin, Butler and her colleagues pointed to studies showing that birds can carry out sophisticated cognitive processes generally associated with mammals, including the ability to play games in which they intentionally deceive others or the ability to design and make tools.

“Studies show some birds will hide objects differently when another animal sees them hide it, suggesting that the bird who was hiding an object is aware of other animals’ thought processes,” she says. “In most people’s minds, that can be defined as a conscious behavior.”

Though scientists have yet to find evidence in birds of the cortical loops associated with conscious states in humans, Jarvis’ studies have revealed at least one brain pathway with similarities to a pathway involved in human speech. His group found that in birds with vocal learning abilities — songbirds, parrots and hummingbirds — the brain structures for singing and learning to sing are embedded in areas controlling movement. Human brain structures for speech also lie adjacent to, and even within, areas that control movement.

Jarvis says the findings, reported in March 2008 in PLoS ONE, suggest that the brain pathways used for vocal learning evolved out of the same pathways that power limb and body movements. Because these brain areas serve a similar function in birds and humans, the areas may be a logical place to initiate neurobiological studies of consciousness in birds.

Invertebrates join big brain club
While birds and mammals share many neurological features, assessing conscious states in invertebrates, such as cuttlefish and octopuses, is more difficult. Unlike in mammals, where a large central brain is connected to a relatively small spinal cord, the octopus nervous system is divided into three parts. The two largest parts, the optic lobes for the eyes and the nervous system of the arms, sit outside the central brain capsule.

Despite this weird anatomy, octopuses share one brain trait with mammals and birds: They have a high brain-to-body mass ratio. Scientists have speculated that a bigger brain, when expressed as a percentage of body mass, may mean higher intelligence. And octopuses do seem to be one of the most intelligent invertebrates around. Studies show that they can easily learn and adapt new techniques for opening the shells of their favorite prey — clams and mussels — and can use clues to navigate through mazes.

Psychologist Jennifer Mather of the University of Lethbridge in Canada, who has studied octopuses for more than 35 years, says that the octopus brain is not just larger than that of most invertebrates, but also has areas dedicated to learning and memory. “That’s the kind of thing we humans have,” she says.

Although scientists have some general knowledge about cephalopod brain anatomy, they have limited knowledge about how it works, Edelman says. With Graziano Fiorito of the octopus behavioral biology laboratory at the Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn in Naples, Italy, Edelman is developing a recording system to collect EEG data and other brain signals as the creatures respond to visual cues.

“No matter how differently organized the brain is, there are fundamental properties — signaling, electrical activity, properties of certain kinds of neural networks — that are universally disposed across any animal who is able to have a conscious experience,” Edelman says. “The trick, with the octopus, will be to figure out where to tap into those signals.”

Considering how far removed cephalopods are, evolutionarily speaking, from mammals and birds, Edelman says studying these creatures may give researchers a broader perspective on consciousness.

“Cephalopods may be that one example of animals where we can show a true case of convergence, in the sense that conscious states may have appeared in these animals long before they appeared in mammals or in the birds,” he says.

That consciousness could arise several times over the course of evolution, appearing in distant lineages with different brain structures, is not at all surprising, scientists say, considering such states seem to emerge in species facing similar social and physical challenges.

Butler adds that scientists need to use caution in limiting the study of consciousness only to animals with highly developed cognitive systems.

“You can’t rule out consciousness where you don’t have complex behavior,” she says. “So what we need to do is identify a few places where it might be found, look to see what neural features there are, and then look to see if those are present across the board.”

Susan Gaidos is a freelance science writer based in Maine
DO YOU BIRD SIT?

This is a question we at GLAS get asked a lot. So we would like to make a list of names and phone numbers of members that would be interested in doing this. If you are one of these people please contact any board member with your information so we can make it available.

KIT KOLENDA HAS ADDED HER NAME TO THE BIRD SITTING LIST FROM APRIL THRU OCTOBER
PETS PLUS NAIL CLIPPING

Pet Nail Clipping - Walker location only; $5.00 per pet
First and third Saturday of EVERY month from 10am-3pm
Bird wing clipping also available on the first Saturday of every month.

First Aid Kits

We will once again be able to order bird first aid kits through the Northern Illinois Parrot Society, using a different contact person. 

Her name is Sheryl Robinson, and her email is:  birdlover11@earthlink.net.  

We have listed the specifics of these kits previously in our newsletter, but if you need the info again, please contact Marcia Welch at 616-361-0140, or mawtiel@aol.com.  
G.L.A.S. COOKBOOK

The G.L.A.S. cookbook that was printed up a few years ago has been sold out and we are going to be making a new one. We need your favorite or maybe not so favorite bird recipes and ideas for the new G.L.A.S. cookbook. We are even going to include a favorite human recipes section this time.

Send your recipes to Doreen Plotkowski at dplotkowski@comcast.net or mail them to: 

4523 Restmor Street, Grandville, MI 49418
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

8
Kellie Sherwood

11
Dick Visser

16
Robert Lentz

19
Sue Rosin

22
Dean Slenk

23
Yvonne Cook

INTERESTING BIRD FACTS

SUBMITTED BY KIT KOLENDA
Largest Carnivorous Bird
(contribution by Christoph Kulmann)
Titanis Walleri. This bird is known from the early Pleistocene (Ice Age) of Florida. It is the last known member of the family Phorusrhacidae, a group of large, flightless birds which evolved in South America. This creature had an estimated body height of 3 meters (if it stood fully erect, and 2.5 meters in more normal situations). Titanis really had arms instead of wings.

Heaviest Birds of Prey
Andean condors (Vultur gryphus) are the heaviest species of bird of prey. Males weigh 20-27 pounds and have a wingspan of at least 10 feet. A male California condor (Gymnogyps californianus) preserved in the California Academy of Sciences is reported to weigh 31 pounds. It is rare for the species to exceed 23 pounds in weight.

Largest Field of Vision
The eyes of the woodcock are set so far back in its head that it has a 360 degree field of vision, enabling it see all round and even over the top of its head

Most Airborne Bird
The sooty tern (Sterna fuscata) leaves its nesting grounds as a youngster and remains aloft for 3-10 years, settling on water from time to time. It returns to land to breed as an adult.

Longest Flight
A common tern (Sterna hirundo) that was banded in June 1996 in Finland was recaptured alive 16,250 miles away at Rotamah Island, Victoria, Australia in January 1997. It had traveled at a rate of 125 miles a day.

Slowest-Flying Birds
The American woodcock (Scolopax minor) and the Eurasian woodcock (S. Rusticola) have both been timed lying at 5 mph with out stalling during courtship displays.

Slowest Wing beat
The slowest wing beats recorded during true level flight averaged one per second. They were by several species of the New World vulture ( family Cathartidea)

Rarest Parrot
Spix’s Macaw. Endemic to one small area of northeastern Brazil, in a habitat known as the "caatinga" (an arid region of flat savanna scrubland interspersed with seasonal creeks and gallery forests), the Spix’s Macaw was considered to be extinct in the wild 10 years ago. Despite concerted efforts of the Brazilian government and an international committee whose members include the aviculturists that hold this endangered species, government officials, conservationists and ornithologists the last one died in 2001. The conservation of this species is now dependent on the success of the captive-breeding and field program. The global captive population has grown significantly from a low of 11 known birds to 60 (54 of which are captive-hatched); new holders are participating in the program, the field research program has collected valuable data on the natural history of this species and the ecology of the region, a strong community outreach program is in place, habitat protection and restoration projects are ongoing, and basic research on psittacine reintroduction techniques has been successfully completed. [contributed by Harold Armitage, Wild Macaws Wild Macaws]

Bossiest Bird
The kea ( Nestor notabilis) from New Zealand is the only bird known to have a society in which the higher status individuals force others to work for them.


Biggest Cockatoo
Sub-species Proboscigar Aterimus Goliath. The weight of the female Palm Cockatoo is between 500-950 grams, and the males weigh between 540-1100 grams. Both females and males height range from 49-68 centimeters. The wings are about 35.1 centimeters, the tail about 23.8 centimeters, the bill about 9.1 centimeters, and the tarsus about 3.5 centimeters. These Palm Cockatoos are very large birds. They are the largest of all parrots. The scientific name is derived from both Greek and Latin. Proboscis is Greek for nose, gero is Greek for carry, and atterimus is Latin for black. Most Palm Cockatoos are dark gray and black with a cheek-patch of bare red skin . The cheek skin color may change according to their level of stress, it may change pink or beige if it is stressed, or if it is excited it will turn yellow. Palm Cockatoos have a very strong mandible, which they use for cracking nuts.
Most Abundant Bird
The red- billed quelea (Quelea quelea) of Africa has an estimated adult breeding population of 1.5 billion. The slaughter of at least 200 million of them each year has no impact on this number.
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“G.L.A.S.IFIED ADS”
All members can use this space for their ads at no charge. If you have a business card we can print that also, space permitting. Non-members can use this space for $2.00

Oxyfresh®  Cleansing Gele

- Cleans cages, bowls, avian feeding utensils, birds, etc.
- Inactivates Polyoma Virus with 5 minute contact.
Paul & Diana Hugo, Oxyfresh Independent Distributors
616-842-0163, pdhugo@charter.net 

FOR SALE: Powder coated light grey bird cage. ½ inch bar spacing, 24 inches high, 18 inches deep and 18 inches wide. Includes many small bird toys. Great condition. $18.00 Call Joan Lenon

616-677-5082
FOR SALE: Lovebirds, Parakeets, Sun Conures, Quaker Parrot & Cockatiels. 

If interested call: Susan Ungrey 

616-363-9008   

FOR SALE: Finches: Zebra, Society & Chestnut Flank White Zebra. If interested Call: Linda Schumaker 616-538-2615 or

616-856-4702

Consider Adoption an Option when adding to your feathered family. Contact Valerie Wilson 

Vwilson231@aol.com 

Volunteers Needed at Peg Markels Wildlife Rehab Center. If you have a day or an hour she can use any help you can give. 

Please contact her

616- 361-6109 or 

peg@wildlife-rehab-center.org 

[image: image14.jpg]DOG COLLARS & LEADS,
BIRD TOYS & TOY PARTS

Larry J. M. Osborne, Owner

8778 S 775 W, Covington, IN 47932 www_ljoleather.con
Telephone: 765-793-3666 E-mail: leather @localline.con
Fax: 765-793-3098 osborned @ localline.con
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Great Lakes Avicultural Society Bird Club meets the second Monday of every month at:                         Boy Scouts of America                                                3213 Walker NW                                                     Grand Rapids, MI                                                           You do not need to be a member to attend meetings.
The Great Lakes Avicultural Society is a 501(c)3 not for profit organization for the education of companion bird owners and breeders.

MEMBERSHIP

Single membership
$15 per year                         Family membership
$20 per year                   Seniors (60 & up) 
$10 per year          Memberships run from Jan. 1 through Dec. 31 of each year. Membership info is on Officer Page in back of this newsletter.

GLAS WEBSITE  http://www.angelfire.com/mi4/glas
INCLEMENT WEATHER  

IF A G.L.A.S. MEETING IS CANCELLED IT WILL BE ANNOUNCED ON WBCT 93.7 (B93) & WLHT 95.7 or WOOD-TV

RULES OF GLAS MEETINGS

GLAS meetings are non-smoking

BIRDS AT MEETINGS: Only members are welcome to bring healthy birds to the meetings.

ONLY G.L.A.S. MEMBERS: may bring birds to sell at Club meetings. G.L.A.S. asks that NO birds be brought to meetings, which you have not owned for at least 30 days. Avian illness is a serious issue, please be considerate of others. Please have your birds WINGS CLIPPED to prevent accidental escape or injury. G.L.A.S.  cannot be liable for the safety and health of your birds. Please supervise your bird at meetings. Responsibility for its safety and the safety of others is ultimately your responsibility.

QUIET must be maintained during meetings. There is time before at intermission and after meetings for socializing. If you must talk please go to the kitchen so others may hear the meeting or our speaker.

CHILDREN AT MEETINGS: Children are the future of aviculture. We encourage developing this interest. If you bring children to the meetings, please make sure they are not disruptive during meetings. Thank you for your cooperation.

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

If you know of a member who is ill, injured, or has passed away, please contact Phyllis Marez (616-453-3574) so that she can send them an appropriate card from GLAS.

HAVE YOU FOUND A LOST PIGEON WITH A BAND?

Look at the website www.pigeon.org and go to the bottom of the website. Click on “Pigeon Lost and Found”. 

FYI

  When bringing your birds to meetings, ALWAYS use an enclosed carrier or a properly-sized harness and tether. NEVER take risks with your bird’s safety!!

Bird First Aid Kit

There is a birdie first aid kit for members to use at meetings if they should need it.  Ask Marcia Welch to see the kit.  It has everything necessary to provide good first aid for birds, and was donated by Valerie Wilson.

IF YOU SHOP AT OFFICE DEPOT

GLAS is enrolled in an Awards Program. It is called Office Depot Advantage. If you shop there you can give them this number:  1117338317 and GLAS will receive 10% of the money you spend. Thanks for your continued support.

THE POOP PATROL IS WATCHING!

Please clean up after your birds! Cover the floor beneath your birds stand or carrier and clean up ALL stuff left behind. We have found seeds, crumbs, feathers and yes, poop after you have left the building. We as a bird club have a hard time fining meeting places, so let’s clean up after our birds and ourselves before we leave. Mary Jo has a hand held scrubber that we all can use. It has soapy water already in it. She brings it to every meeting. 

NATIONAL ANIMAL POSION CONTROL CENTER

1-800-548-2423                        1-900-680-0000

NEWSLETTER EXCHANGE WITH OTHER BIRD CLUBS

Every month we exchange newsletters with bird clubs. The newsletters are on the library table at all meetings. They are there for you to either read at the meeting or take home and read. It is interesting to see what other bird clubs are up. If you belong to another bird club and think they might be interested in exchanging with us, let myself or any of the GLAS officers know. Or have them contact us.  Joyce Burrows

INFORMATION BOXES

At every meeting there are boxes of informational material that is free for the taking.  Please look through this extensive selection, and take what you want!

PARROTVILLE ON TV

Parrotville is on cable TV on channel 25. You can’t watch it unless you have cable. It is on WKTV in Wyoming/Kentwood three times per week… Monday at 5:30 PM, Tuesday at 5:30 PM and Saturday at 10 AM. It is simulcast in Grand Rapids on GRTV, also channel 25, at the Monday and Saturday times. The same show is shown all three times during the week.

HEALING HEARTS

Have you recently experienced the death of a beloved member of your animal family, or is one of them going through a period of serious illness or recovery from injury?  Do you know of another club member in this position?  Our new GLAS Healing Hearts would like you to know that we care about each member of your family.  This doesn't apply only to birds, but includes all pets - furry, feathery, or scaly!  Please contact Marcia Welch 616-361-0140 or email mawtiel@aol.com with the pertinent information.

STATE and FEDERAL Licensed Rehabilitators Wildlife and Wild Birds                                          Roger and Peg Markel 616-361-6109 Rescue/Rehab/Release                      http://www.wildlife-rehab-center.org/ 
Gay Gira-Lathrop, D.V.M.  616-942-7387           Veterinary Care/Rehab/Release

Linda Meana  616-669-6656  Specializes in squirrels and rabbits

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 Items MUST be postmarked or emailed by the 23rd of the month. Some articles may be held for future publications. Mail to:  Joyce Burrows 1362 Leonard NW, Grand Rapids, MI 49504 or noahbird@sbcglobal.net

G.L.A.S. MEETING AGENDA

Welcome by President

Roll call of officers

Officer Discussion

New Business

Old Business

Bird Discussion

15 Minute Break

50/50 & Raffle drawings

Program of the month

MONTHLY RAFFLE & 50/50 Drawing

Members are encouraged to donate to the raffle table.  Tickets are $1 each for both drawings. Proceeds from both are used to pay for our rent at the BSA building. Give donations to Doug or Sue Corwin.

G.L.A.S. LIBRARY

The G.L.A.S. Library is available to members “ONLY” Paula brings selected books and videos/DVD’s to meetings. Current Library lists are available.

Contact Paula Stark 616-915-4954 paulachi@aol.com 
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GREAT LAKES AVICULTURAL SOCIETY, INC.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

OCTOBER 1, 2009 – DECEMBER 31, 2010
Name  _______________________________________Date _________

Birth Date___________________________

Address  __________________________________________________

City  _____________________________State____ Zip_____________

Phone  (____)____________ E-Mail _____________________________

                                                             ___Save a tree and expense; email my newsletter!

Business Name* _____________________________________________

(*Use only if you want Business name on the membership list)

Website __________________________________________________

Business Phone (____)________________________________________

TYPE OF BIRDS

Successfully Breeding ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Attempting to Breed _________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Pet Birds __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__ New Membership
 
 __ $7.50   Junior Membership (17 & under)
__ Renewal Membership
 
 __ $10.00 Single (1) Senior Membership (60)

  
 __  $15.00 Single Membership






 __  $20.00 Family Membership (One newsletter)

**Make Checks Payable to G.L.A.S.**
Send application and payment to:
                   For more information Call:

G.LA.S.




                   Becky Schumaker

P.O. BOX 140393
616-891-6091
 

GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49514                                     beccijean1@netzero.
~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*OFFICE USE ONLY~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
Receipt___Membership Card___Book___Membership list___Name Tag___ Initials____ Date_____________

Cash___Check#______Copied____

GREAT LAKES AVICULTURAL SOCIETY, INC

2010 BIRD LEG BAND ORDER FORM

NAME_____________________________________ DATE_____________________

ADDRESS____________________ CITY______________STATE____ ZIP_________

Bands listed below come engraved with: GLAS  MI   10 and a number.

Finch bands are not available at this time.

	Band Size
	Price
	How Many
	
	$$TOTAL$$

	Canary
	.40
	
	
	

	Parakeet
	.40
	
	
	

	Lovebird
	.40
	
	
	

	Cockatiel
	.40
	
	
	

	9
	.95
	
	
	

	9.5
	.95
	
	
	

	10
	.95
	
	
	

	12
	.95
	
	
	


Size14,16,18, 20 & 22 bands for .95 each is also available but must be paid for before they are ordered.

COLORED “PLASTIC” BANDS 
Below is a list of closed colored plastic bands that can be special ordered in your choice of color(s) and sizes and must be paid in advance. All colors must be ordered in lots of 10, 100 and 200 and each lot must be the same color. These bands are plain, no year, no name, nothing! 

	Colors
	Black
	White
	Red
	Org
	Violet
	Yel
	Lt. Gr.
	Dk. Gr.
	Lt. Blu.
	Dk. Blu.
	Lt. Pink
	Dk. Pink
	TOTAL BANDS
	$$$$$

TOTAL

	Finch
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Canary
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Parakeet
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lovebird
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cockatiel
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


FINCH, CANARY, PARAKEET AND LOVEBIRD COLORED PLASTIC BANDS ARE PRICED AS FOLLOWS: 10 - $2.30
100 - $22.00    200- $41.00 

COCKATIEL COLORED PLASTIC BANDS ARE PRICED AS FOLLOWS: 

10 - $2.50, 100 – $24.00 200- $45.00

For more information contact: Joyce Burrows 616-805-3563 or noahbird@sbcglobal.net

**Make checks payable to GLAS**


Bands 
_____________

Joyce Burrows





Plastic Bands _____________

1362 Leonard NW





Shipping                           $1.20
Grand Rapids, MI 49504




TOTAL         ______________

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~Officer use only*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

Receipt___ Cash___ Check# _______ Initials ____ Date ________ Book ____Date Mailed_____________________
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2

	3
	4
	5


	6
	7
	8


	9


	10 

Board meeting

Hugo’s


	11 GLAS
Meeting 7 PM BSA Building

3213 Walker NW GR, MI
	12

 
	13
	14
	15
	16

	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23

	24

______

31
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30


BRANCHIN’ OUT
Laura Newman’s family had to make the choice to put their 12 year old German Shepherd, Mocha, down in December. We miss her greatly.

YOU KNOW YOU’RE A BIRD PERSON WHEN:

· You Spend a fortune on every known safe cleaner, only to realize the best poop cleaner is your finger nail!
· You take more pictures of your bird than your human children.
· You actually like it when your bird tries to make a nest out of your hair.
· When your bird wolf whistles at you in the shower and you get embarrassed.
· You move out and dump your boyfriend because he doesn’t love and hour your parrot like he should.
· Your bird’s picture has a place of honor on the family photo wall.

· Your wear colors and textures that compliment your bird instead of yourself

· You dress like a hobo at home just so the little highness can have free artistic reign on your clothing.

· Your bird “nibbles” on your ears and you think it’s love bites, even though you lose a pint of bleed.

· You look at every hawk as though it were a criminal.

Bird First Aid Kits

Are you prepared to provide care for your feathered family in an emergency?  Why not put together a Bird First Aid Kit, so you have necessary items easily available when you need them?  Consider these situations where such a kit would be essential:

· Broken blood feathers or toenails

· Animal bites

· Trauma

· Egg binding

· Burns

· Natural disasters

The following are some veterinarian-recommended items to include in your kit:

· Alcohol wipes

· Bottled water

· Nail clippers and emery board

· Scissors

· Towel

· Styptic powder

· Popsicle sticks

· Vet wrap

· Hemostat

· Cotton swabs

· Syringes and pipettes

· Flashlight (with working batteries!)

· Cotton gauze squares

· Emergency treatment guide sheet

· Hand feeding formula powder

· Saline

· Paper towels

· Band aids (for human use only)

This is by no means a complete list, but only a good, basic start.  Customize your kit according to your specific needs, and the size of your bird(s).  Your avian veterinarian will be able to help you with this, too.

An excellent article, “Avian First Aid” written by Peter Sakas, D.V.M., M.S., is included in this newsletter.  It provides valuable information on signs of illness and tips on how help your bird in an emergency.

Top Five Dangers Inside of the Cage
This is always my least favorite discussion when it comes to new parrots, mostly because I think we get carried away. People slip and hit their heads, killing themselves in bathtubs and on stairs, but we all still have bathtubs and most of us still use stairs. Accidents happen and being overly paranoid doesn’t always stop them form happening. Here are a few really common things to look out for, but mostly, my advice is to just use good judgment, common sense and supervision. Your parrot will be fine. 
1. Zinc poisoning                                                               Zinc is poisoning to parrots and can be ingested through metals that have been galvanized. The level of toxicity can cause feather plucking, gastric distress or even death, depending on how much zinc gets in the bird’s system.                                                                         2. Frayed rope toys                                                         Easy for a parrot to get a toy caught and many a bird has lost a toe this way. It’s even possible for a parrot to get her neck wrapped in strings. Keep an eye on all materials that have the potential of fraying and leaving dangerous strings.                                                                               3. Choking                                                                       Watch out for anything small enough to swallow or to break down into pieces that can be swallowed and obstruct the throat. Some parrot will destroy things regularly without swallowing the bits, but others are a danger to themselves. Keep an eye on your parrot with new toys.                                                                                 4. Toxic fumes (from air fresheners, scented candles, Teflon, etc.)                                                       Lots of things we put in the air are bad for us. And many of stories of dangers are overblown. However, as a rule of thumb, if it smells strongly to you, don’t put it or use it near your bird’s cage. (which the exception of over-heated Teflon which doesn’t smell, but rapidly kills birds) And if it seems dangerous to your bird…well, there’s a reason why they used canaries in a coalmine. Maybe you shouldn’t have it in your house in the first place.                          5. Poisoning (feeding poisonous or moldy foods)

Feed fresh food from dependable sources that don’t use pesticides. Be especially careful with fruits that bugs find really tasty, like strawberries, raspberries, etc.  Buy organic.
Easy Cornbread

1 package cornbread mix (try to get one low in sugar) 
2 eggs, shell included 
1/2 cup seed mix 
1/2 cup pellets (any brand you prefer) 
1 cup mixed vegetables. 

Mix ingredients together per package instructions and adding the extra ingredients above. Bake at 350 degrees for about 35 minutes. 
PARROT SAFETY

Parrots make wonderful, enchanting pets, but they also require special care and a very safe environment in order to live long, healthy lives.  Parrots tend to be more prone to accidents. Their extreme intelligence makes them curious so they will often "explore" and end up in dangerous situations. It is a good idea to make your house child safe when you bring home a parrot. Most birds will get into the same kinds of trouble that a 2-year-old human child will get into. They will taste test the potpourri, chew through an electrical cord, or jump into a sink full of water.  Because parrots have small, sensitive lungs, they cannot be exposed to strong chemicals and fumes.   Many "unexplained" parrot deaths have been due to exposure to overheated nonstick cookware or scented cleaners. Watch out for poisonous plants and foods.  If you follow certain guidelines, you can be reasonably assured of your pet's health and safety.                       Free Bird                                                                                  The natural intelligence and curiosity of parrots can get them into trouble faster than any cat (you can read this both ways!).  If you let your bird roam freely you are at risk of it chewing through electrical wires, chewing treated woods or paint, swallowing something that will damage their gizzard or digestive tract, or chewing items with zinc. Allowing a bird to walk around on the floor also puts it at risk of being stepped on or kicked across the room. This also creates issues of dominance. "Floor walkers" tend to become "toe biters" and can end up being extremely aggressive toward feet. It allows birds with territorial aggression to increase the "area" they feel inclined to protect.  Another problem with letting a bird roam freely and unsupervised is that some birds like to cuddle. They will crawl under a cushion or blanket and make themselves at home. Should you not realize the bird is hidden under a pillow on your couch, you could easily sit on the bird.  This happens all the time and brings us to an urgent warning: do not sleep with your bird.  This is a recipe for disaster. You cannot control your movements when you sleep. Even a large macaw is no match for a full-grown adult who has suddenly rolled his or her full weight onto the bird.  

Polly Wants a Cracker...My Chips...and a Sip of My Coffee...                                                                                              If you love junk food, do not pass along tidbits to your bird.  Parrots cannot excrete salt the way humans can, so highly salted treats such as chips and french fries should not be fed. Also avoid foods high in fat or sugar.  Parrots easily develop bad eating habits, so it is unwise to encourage unhealthy snacking. Resist the temptation to give your "begging" bird any junk food. If you don't ever feed these things, the bird will not learn to beg for them. Certain foods present immediate hazards to birds.  Avocado is toxic to many parrots, particularly African species.  Do not feed guacamole.  Any foods that contain theobromine should be avoided. These include chocolate, coffee, tea, and cocoa.  Sodas are loaded with sugar, which can cause hyperactivity in birds.                                                                                                                    To Clip or Not to Clip                                                                         The issue of wing clipping raises the hackles of many a bird breeder and owner.  Some insist that clipping the birds wings is cruel. Others state with equal vehemence that not to clip a bird's wings is like sending it to a certain death. First, it is important to understand what it means to clip a bird's wings. This is not the same as pinioning a bird, which is a permanent crippling of their ability to fly. A wing clipping is temporary. Most birds will regain the ability to fly within six to twelve weeks, depending on how many wings were trimmed and the age of the bird. A young bird can sometimes be flying again within four weeks. The clipping causes no physical pain and no bleeding. There are clear arguments supporting both sides of this issue.  If you absolutely cannot stand the idea of clipping wings you must accept full responsibility for this choice and make your home safe for the fully flighted bird. This means no whirling ceiling fans and absolutely safe rooms where doors do not lead to the outside.  Most domestically raised parrots do not fare well in the big outdoors. You may see wild parrots thriving in many suburban and urban settings, but frankly, most parrots that fly out a window do not survive. I recently witnessed a blue and gold macaw being mercilessly attacked by crows. Breeding birds kept in large flights should be left fully flighted. They need the exercise flight affords them, and they sometimes need to escape from an aggressive mate.  Generally, breeding facilities can be built in such a way that the birds are not at risk for escape. 

Canary in a Coal Mine

Canaries were used in coal mines because they would succumb to fumes before they were at levels deadly to humans. Fumes that are harmless to us can kill birds within seconds. Some families have lost pets to hidden Teflon in space heaters and other appliances. Teflon fumes are absolutely deadly to birds. Deaths occur frequently because people keep nonstick cookware in their homes figuring they will never overheat it. Humans make mistakes and forget pans on the stove, so it is best to get rid of nonstick cookware. Other hazards include scented aerosol sprays and other spray chemicals, essential oils, scented candles, and anything using pine scenting. There are alternatives for many bug sprays.  
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